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Brian Pei *13 gained two key skills from his lifelong love of music — patience and practice. Photo by Kristof Pusztai
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Brian Pei 13, Math and Economics

by Katie Williard

When Spotify introduces you to something
great, you can thank Brian Pei *13.

As an analytics engineer, his job is to write
the code that propels the technological wizardry of
the popular streaming app so that it knows what to
offer your ears next.

“My team does analysis for basically all
content on the platform, specifically with regard to
how it’s performing,” he says. “So if Olivia
Rodrigo has a new album that comes out on the
same day as a Taylor Swift album, the code | write
tells the app which album we should share on
somebody's homepage. And it's analysis that's
happening while you're interacting with the app so
that we can give you things that we think you
would like, or to edit playlists algorithmically. It's
using data to make the user experience better.”

He speaks passionately about his work, but
Pei couldn’t have predicted his career in data. His
first love was music.

Growing up in the suburbs of New York City
with two musician parents, he studied both his
mother’s and his father’s instruments — violin and
voice, respectively — and brought his talents along
to Bucknell where he was involved with the Bison
Chips, chorus and orchestra, and frequented the
Seventh Street stage.

But he didn’t major in music. As the only son
of first-generation immigrants from China, his
parents told him he could only major in music if he
paired it with “another versatile major.” Instead, he
leaned in the opposite direction, choosing to
double-major in math and economics.

His first job — a consulting role — pitched
Pei headfirst into coding. “The lead developer quit,
so | spent two weekends watching hours of
YouTube videos on coding,” he says. In his flood
of learning, Pei realized a surprising parallel — he
could equate writing code with writing music.
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“Writing code tells a story,” he says. “And if
you're composing music, it’s the same thing. If I
know where the start is, and where the end is, all |
have to do is fill in the middle. It was a bunch of
random letters and numbers to me at first — not
English,” he says. “But music isn’t English either,
and learning to view music as its own language
gave me confidence to learn programming.”

Pei invested himself in becoming a
programmer, and eventually joined co-working
company WeWork during its meteoric rise. “As
soon as | was on a data team, | noticed that | was
surrounded by incredibly smart people, who almost
all had different majors,” he says. “The colleagues
I learned the most from had studied English,
classics or pre-med.”

The move to Spotify — led by WeWork’s

famed crash — landed him his dream role:
combining his love of music with his penchant for
coding.

Now, Pei pays it forward. In partnership with
Bucknell’s Center for Career Advancement, he
gave a talk to current Bucknell students to inform
them of the true breadth of the discipline.

“Whether to Bucknell students or at the high
school career fairs I’ve attended, I make sure to
cover around 20 data-related job titles, specifically
explaining their function and importance.”

He says his desire to share with others is
inspired by his parents. “I write code alone in my
apartment for about eight hours a day,” he says.
“But because my parents are both music teachers, a
little bit of teaching and mentoring might be in my
blood. Sharing what I've learned with students
gives me an opportunity to connect with others in a
purposeful way.”

As an added bonus, Pei curated a #Bucknell
Spotify playlist. Check it out here!
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“Isn’t She Lovely” Acoustic Fingerstyle Guitar cover
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OCCCC Baptismal Service (November 20, 2022)
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Grill & Buffet Call 845-566-3888
1399 Route 300, www.flaminggrillbuffetny.com
NY12550  Busines Hours: Sunday to Thursday 11AM-9:30PM
Beyond and Friday&Saturday 11AM-10:30PM

OCCA
Members
10% Off with
OCCA 2022 i >

Membership T EhoRean”

1/2 Ib. shrimp (no head) 3LEMON PEPPER
4THE TASTY SPECIAL(ALL THE ABOVE)

Grill &

el

\Q,ﬁ%“i—'«-ﬁ: |n':

I D 1corn, 2 potatoes and 1 egg.

/2 Ib. snow csrazl?

1/2 Ib. sausage

/2 Ib. shrimp (no head)
1corn, 2 potatoes and 1 egg.

121b. lobstegﬁ

/2 Ib. sausage

1/2 Ib. shrimp (no head)
1corn, 2 potatoes and 1 egg.

/2 Ib. king crab leg

/2 1b. black mussel

/2 Ib. shrimp (no head)
1corn, 2 potatoes and 1 egg

Shrimps with Head and Crab Legs

COMBO B), $44

Shrimps with No Head and Crab Legs
veoc) 427

Shrimps with Head and Crawfish

b P2t Biack Mussels

Clams and Black Mussels

6Pcs. $7 /10Pcs. $11
6Pcs. $7 /10Pcs. $11
R WINGS 6Pcs. $7 /10Pcs. $11

Wwwmwmmmumtmmm,mm
EGGS MAY INCREASE YOUR RISK OF FOODBORNE ILLNESS.

CALL 845-566-3888 OR Appetizer Dinner Box $12.99
VISIT US @ WWW.FLAMINGGRILLBUFFETNY.COM £ 4 NEhoose AnyAltems
re ries
. s Spring Roll(2) $1.50 ) 4
Appetizer Lunch Specials Box Kt ki B ENE AN A
$10.99 " 0 Fried Bun
1399 Route 300 AR $150 LR LNED CALL 845-566-3885 ettt N
Newburgh, NY12550f=retes $1.99 FLAMINGGRILLBUFFTNY ISaistads] 598 i ok
, Bath & Beyond Lunch 11:00Am-3:30 Pm COM Chicken on a Sticl
burgh Mall) Crab Cheese Rangoons (4)  $5.95 O French Fries % S O Chicken Nugget
2 Sy Pot Stickers (8) $5.95 oup i i
Business Hours [ Fried D li O Fried Chicken Wing
Sunday to Thursday 11AM-9:30P o RImpng Beef Soup Pt. Qt
Friday&Saturday 11AM-10:30PM soup O Fried Bun $3.99 $5.99 [ Fried Fish
Wonton Soup Pt. T, O Baked Crabmeat Cheese
Beef Soup BEL dlainy N SedmeBdl $299 $499 s
2 > $3.99 $5.99 O Chicken on a Stick Esouirop Boup Loy in O crawfish
fonton Soup Py 4 Q: ) $299 $4.99 O Clam
O Chicken Nugget
$299 9499 - 2 X Hot&Sour Soup # Pt. Qt. [ White Fish
Eggdrop Soup Pt. Qt. O Fried Chicken Wing $299 $4.99
$299 $4.99 O R i O] Lobster Or Stir Fried Crab
Hot&Sour Soup # Pt. Qt. ¢ choose one
D esoa A8 & O Etiin Side Order LA A
" O Clam ite Ri i
Side Order e White Rice ‘LI;I,. 32.?;9- O steamed Flounder Fish
&, O White Fish Z5 . O Coconut Shrimp
White Rice Pt. Qt. Plain Fried Rice Pt. Qt.
$199 $2.99 ) satfeed Muzhrooms $299 $4.99 O s salt & Pepper Shrimp
Plain Fried Ri O B li w. Chicken or Beef Chick Beef
in Fri ice 32_53 $4Q9'9. chwmccolw icken or f:ﬁ: T}"F‘I’]" od Rn::r 34:1'9 36.091‘;. [0 spare Ribs
Chicken or Beef or O # General Tsao Chicken O Sauteed Mushrooms

Scan QR Code

Sh Fried Ri
chorg:epon: ice $4. 99 3699

O Black Pepper Chicken
O sesame Chicken

Sushi Box $15.99

O Broccoli w. Chicken or Beef
choose one

O # General Tsao Chicken

i Choose Any 4 Rolls
Sushi Box $15.99 1o a chicken y ;
Choose Any 4 Rolls O california Roll 01 Black Pepper Chicken
e 9 O Peanut Chicken a ks
O california Roll - O salmon Roll Sesa
Grill Chicken Ay N
DXL £ e o BOTTLESODA$2.50 g BN
Hibachi Chicken or Beef or Shrim) A
O Tuna Roll choose one P pEpSI * O Spicy Tuna Roll O Peanut Chicken
O Spicy Tuna Roll O Teriyaki Fried Rice s D | E T pEpSI [ Spicy Crabmeat Roll O Grill Chicken
O Grill Duck

O Spicy Crabmeat Roll

O Lo Mein

-SPRITE

O Eel Roll

[ Hibachi Chicken or Beef or Shrimp
choose one

O Eel Roll O Macaroni & Cheese -GINGER ALE [ Crabmeat Roll
O Crabmeat Roll +DR PEPPER 0O Teriyaki Fried Rice
Consumer Advisory: Consumption of undercooked meat, poultry, eqgs, or seafood may increase the risk of food-borne B 0 RAN G E 80 DA O Lo Mein(Veggie)

illnesses. Alert your server if you have speciol dietary requirements,

10

BOTTLE WATER $1.25

o i & Cheese
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Jenny Q.Lu, MD, PPLC

Jenny Lu, MD, Family Medicine

75 Crystal Run Rd Ste 105, Middletown, NY 10941
(845) 692-3542

Dr. Lu is a family physician with over 20 years of experience.
Her services include:

1) Acute and Chronic disease management
2) Preventive medicine

3) Acupuncture

4) Weight management

5) Dermal fillers and Botox injections

11
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Service Schedule —_— mml
g R oisiE:

Sun 2:30 PM- Worship Service TAEH
Mon 8:30 AM- Galleria Small Group
Tue 8 PM- Middletown Small Group
Wed 10 AM- Women's Bible Study
Wed 8 PM- Church Prayer Meeting

Thu 10 AM- Monroe Small Group

Fri 8 PM- Bible Study Group
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Arian Birtro

TEL.: 845-569-7108
845-565-5505

367 WINDSOR HWY. (&7, 32), SUITE#600 [ ol OCCA Members 10% Off with

NEW WINDSOR, NY 12553 - OCCA 2022 Membership ID
(Next To UPS Srore) 5

Jane Nguyen

DEPENDENT ON HIS OR HER OWN SKILL AND EFFORT "y Y/ /

= { \
ACTUAL FINANG T cPE) S F EPRECEDNGNEAR ARE CONTAINEDIN ARBO \
INDEP s mg, CHAE Wi HESENATERIACS YOO MAY ,\,myrﬁ‘iﬁmw'
INDEPENDENT MA FORNES G FICISNERSITE AT ARBONNECA. -

=

JANE C.C. NGUYEN, SFR

Real Estate Salesperson

JANE NGUYEN

District Manager

845-634-0400 Ext. 205 OFFICE
845-729-0288 CELL
862-345-2011 EFAX
Jane.Nguyen@CBMoves.com (845) ?29'0288
www.janenguyen.arbonne.com

B email: janedoowin@yahoo.com

ID# 18420406

BANKER O @ SFR @,
1ok houso  RESOUREE
............

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

170 North Main Street
New City, NY 10956
www.JaneNguyen.com

Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC
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WARWICK MEDICAL ASSOCIATES, LL

SHUANG-PING WANG,MD | "7

“ .' Specializing in Internal Medicine

& Geriatrics , -
( . BFEE (W)
,) 5 Grand St. Warwick, NY 10990
T (845) 986-7885 Mg % HE FALIE 8

~ Minxiu Han
ST o Eee

TEE BARASE, RANVHELH ‘M“ Dr E’y ‘H‘ "?

g gt AR, WA R R E B AT EIR 2
3720 Prince Street, Ste 2A o AT B A AR B K2 T2
;'Us\hlzjg 7"1; 18285325097 — WFTRARA A R L BER S SHEBON? T KB 12 :%_' % / F é: /f%
A, x ext:
FHl: 845-475-1357 BAEME:
LR thting1788@gmail.com . _Aﬁ R . &m#gﬁm
- IBAR S HR S w - BEPE A A AR TR .
4/ i K
) EERER - BREHAlIstatefRIBHBIC - FiGRIFEM 4
AENBERET  RRITITHRKR - RERTHITER - — Y
=t SE 09— » R ENRRORRT SR - Andy Chen %<&
/] = n-% /ﬁ % ;23 %« zumg . {{FAllstate RERMRITE y ’é -
Susan Lin
Roger Dwyer
845-562-1664
357 Windsor Highway, (Rt.32) i % /i\.
New Windsor, NY 12553
rogerwdwyer@allstate.com .
X 3%
Q)
O Xiao Ji Zhang
Alistate.
BREF HLEE HH
%i&iﬁ!ﬁiﬁﬁf’ RE BB AW B Phlllp Chen
© 2014 Alistate Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL. §

THE ORANGE COUNTY CHINESE ASSOCIATION (OCCA) IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WITH 36 YEARS OF HISTORY.
OCCA’S MISSION IS TO PROVIDE CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL, AND OTHER INSTITUTIONAL PROGRAMS TO PROMOTE
CHINESE CULTURE AND HERITAGE WHILE ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY. THIS IS
CARRIED OUT THROUGH OCCA’S COMMUNITY ACTIVITY PROGRAMS AND ITS SUBSIDIARY, ORANGE COUNTY CHINESE
SCHOOL (OCCS). OCCA BELONGS TO EVERYONE, INCLUDING ITS MEMBERS, FRIENDS, AND THOSE WHO LOVE
CHINESE CULTURE AND ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING THE CHINESE LANGUAGE. FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE
VISIT US AT WWW.OCCANY.ORG OR WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/OCCANY/. THANK YOU!

OCCA 2022 Board of Directors: Hai Luo, Shuangping Wang, Lan Jiang, June Tang, Andy Chen, Juan Li, Gary Zhang, Kenneth Chan, Xiaoming Shen
OCCA/OCCS 2022 Advisers: Pak Leung, Jim Jiang, Jinlin Du

OCCS 2022 Student Government Association Officers: Jeffery Shi, Andy Wang, Vicky Wong, Andrew Wu, Iris Chen, Matthew Qu, and Angela Qiu
(Honorary Advisor)

Newsletter Editor-in-Chief: Nancy Song
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